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·  New General Report Writer   
(and this is the easiest to use 
Report Writer ever!  Just click on 
the fields you want and drag and 
drop them to  where you want 
them!) 
 

Why Choose the BBj Language 
Platform? 

Benefits of the BBj version    

·  Greater deployment flexibility  
(you can mix and match Linux, 
Windows and other computers) 

·  Mac port  (You can use Macs 
now!) 

·  Java language base  (This gives 
you a whole new world of  
flexibility)   

Other Considerations:   
Larger system requirements than the 
BBx version 

 

BBj Only additional  
Enhancements:  

·  New user experience 
(You can open as many different 
windows as you need and much 
more) 

·  Graphical  
(graphical but it is up to each 
user to pick his or her look) 

·  Linux/Mac  

·  Improved date Entry (click on a 
calendar and pick the date! 

·  File/directory browser 

·  Advisory file locking means 99% 
less record locked hold ups and 
errors 

Read about Installation on page 3 
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What’s the deal with BBJ?  Why do I need 

With OSAS 7.0 you will have a choice:  
The standard BBX (which is the  
programming language that OSAS has 
used during its entire 30 year history) 
or the new BBJ.   
There are no differences in the  
upgrade/update paths for these two 
versions of OSAS: If you are current 
on your Maintenance program (which 
always is a good idea, totally), you will 
receive either the BBX or the BBJ  
version (your choice) of OSAS 7.0. 
 

So, why choose one over the other?  
There are advantages and drawbacks 
of both choices.    Here are some  
characteristics: 
 

Benefits of the BBx version 

·  Lesser system requirements 

Other Considerations:   

·  Fewer enhancements than in BBj 
version 
 

OSAS 7.0 BBx AND BBj 
Enhancements:   

·  Data Server (that means speed 
and performance)  

·  ODBC productivity reports  
included (no separate cost for 
ODBC) 

·  New installation procedures (allow 
all applications to be  
selected and installed in one pass) 

·  User logins (you can login to “your” 
settings from anywhere) 

·  Modification directories (so that 
updates on modified systems will 
be easier and faster)  

·  Address lookups with maps 

·  Shipment tracking 
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·  assign up to ten  

different cost and 
billing rates to each 
employee using  
user-defined  
descriptions   

·  use the inquiry  
functions to obtain 
information about 
specific projects, 
phases or tasks and 
drill down for greater 
detail   

·  enter time tickets 
using a time-saving 
batch processing 
capability  

·  use Accounts  
Payable transaction 
entry to apply 
charges directly to 
projects or jobs 

·  transfer materials 
directly from  
inventory to projects 
or jobs   

·  gain better control of 
your work in process 
with automated  
billing of posted time 
and material charges  

·  apply deposits or 
advances directly 
against invoices in 
AR transaction entry 

·  use the Purchase 
Order  module to 
print POs and to 
track project costs 
from the time a  
purchase order is  
entered   

·  allocate overhead to 
projects, phases or 
tasks based upon 
accrued time or  
material  
 
Continued on Page 3 

Keeping tabs on the course of 
jobs and projects couldn’t be 
easier 

TRAVERSE Project Costing is both 
a job costing and a time billing  
application. It is a fully integrated 
TRAVERSE application that  
addresses the needs of companies 

tracking the progress of success of 
jobs or projects.   

The general screens allow you to 
define the structure of the project 
and to make decisions about what 
type of project it is, how the project 
levels will accrue income and costs, 
and how billing will be handled. The 
cost screens provide actual  
project-to-date cost information 
compared to estimates. The profit 
screens provide actual project-to-
date income, cost and gross profit  
information compared to estimates. 
The history screens provide income, 
cost, billing and write-up/down  
information on a month-to-date,  
year-to-date, and project-to-date 
basis. 
 

TRAVERSE Project Costing lets 
you set up projects for billing at  

either the project level or the 
phase level. You can also have 
projects that are speculative in 
nature and change them to  
actual live (like a quote or  
estimate) projects later. A  
simple entry screen gives you 
the ability to enter estimates at 

the project, phase or task level; 
it shows both the current  
estimates and the revised  
estimates. 

Additional Project Costing 
Features: 

·  set up Time and Material or 
Fixed Fee Projects   

·  set up projects to  
accumulate administrative 
costs   

·  assign different GL  
distribution codes and/or  
tax classes to each project, 
phase or task level   

·  assign one of five different 
billing formats to time and 
material projects   
 

The Project Setup screen 
demonstrates the  
comprehensive nature of 
Project Costing�

� 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � � � � � � � � � �� � 
 � � � 
 � � 
 � � �



�

 

� �� � ������ � 	 
����
 	 ���� � ��
 	 � ��� � �� ���	 � �� � � ��� �

Archived Projects Report 
Overhead Allocations Report  
WIP Billing Worksheet  
Held Projects and Phases Report   
Fixed Fee Adjustment Worksheet 
Fixed Fee Adjustment Journal 
History Adjustment Journal   
Comprehensive Write-offs  
Journal   
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·  comprehensively write off  
charges for entire projects or 
phases   

·  close projects, phases and  
tasks independently,  
restricting subsequent 
charges from being made to 
specific project levels 

·  archive or purge closed  
projects from the system on 
a specific basis or by close 
dates from MS Project 

·  Optional interface to update  
TRAVERSE Payroll   

Some Project Costing Reports: 

Project Detail Report  
Project Estimates Report 
Project Status Report  
Employee Detail History Report 
Income Analysis Report 
Profit Analysis Report 
Cost Variance Report 
Billing History Report 

New information about OSAS 7.0 installation has been 
made available.  What follows are some  “hands-on” tips 
on the management of the installation of OSAS 7.0   

First of all, the New OSAS BBJ Version requires a free 
download of Java Runtime Environment (JRE) from 
www.java.sun.com.  
   
It is a Mix-and-Match platform product.  This means that 
you can have a Windows Server, or a Linux Server, or a 
UNIX Server, AND attach to these servers various kinds of 
workstations, thin clients, Windows workstations,  
Macintosh workstations, PCs running Linux, and/or 
Windows and all kinds of variations of this.  You can even 
have 2 Windows PCs, one Linux machine and the Server 
can be a Windows 2003 Server PC.    

A little about installation: 

You have to be at the Server to install OSAS 7.0.  
You must first create a user to run BBJ Services – should 
be part of the Administrator Group to start with for the  
installation – after installation is complete, this user  
doesn’t need admin privileges but does need Read/Write 
for the whole OSAS folder (configured in the BBJ Admin 
group).   

You must remove the old Basis License before  
installing the 7.0 License.  What this means is that a 
Weekend would be a good choice to do this.   

About Licenses: 

The HOST ID consists of the word COMPOSITE  
followed by numbers that are determined by  
Network card, Hard Disk and various other  
components.  If you install on a laptop, please 
check the box:  “ This is a notebook computer”  
otherwise it will give all kinds of error once you  
disconnect from the network.   

Server Install: 
 
You can have an Application Server, Data Server or 
Combined (if both are on the same PC which is OK).   

Select Full or Custom (New installation should be 
Full).  Username and password:  Use the username 
set up in Administrator Group per above.   
Check applications to install.   
In 7.0 all applications are selected in the beginning 
and there are checkboxes for them.  They are  
installed in the first, and therefore longer,   
installation process, but then you won’t have to do 
RM and Installation for each application separately.   
More details to follow when you are ready to do your  
install.   

There are some higher hardware requirements with 
OSAS 7.0 because of the BBj installation.     
In most cases we’d recommend going with the  
Combined Server.  That means that your Server 
needs to have at least 2.0 GHz processor, a  
minimum of 1.0 GB of RAM, and minimum free hard 
disk space of 1 GB.   
 
Your workstations should have processors of 1.2 
GHz speed or faster, a minimum of 256 MB of RAM 
and at least 200 MB of free hard disk space. You 
need to check out all your the workstations to make 
sure they fulfill these requirements.   
 

If you have no modifications to your system, we 
are ready to send you or install your 7.0  
fulfillment whenever you are.   
 
There are no additional software charges for OSAS 
7.0 – as long as your Maintenance agreement is 
current.  Everything in OSAS 7.0 is included in that 
agreement.  But before we send you your OSAS 7.0 
– please make a deployment plan.   If we could be 
of any help, please let us know.  

If you have modifications, let’s review to see what 
you still want to keep and we can make a time plan!   

INSTALLLING OSAS 7.0 
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Try Before You Buy! 

OSAS 
1. Go to http://demo.osas.com 

2. Click on Back Office in the 
upper right corner 

3. Although it says Traverse 
on this page, you are at the 
CORRECT OSAS place. 
 Click on the link called Demo 
Site in the left navigation  
column.   

4. When you click on Demo 
Site, although it WILL say  
Traverse Demo Site, do not 
worry,  OSAS can be accessed 
from here.  
Click on the Connect button in 
the middle. This will take you to 
a Login Screen.   

5. At the Login, please type 
demoosas as the User Name, 
For password, use osas  

6. This will take you into 
OSAS 7.0.  You can now try 
any and all applications  
available in OSAS 7.0.  As you 
can see you can open as many 
windows as you wish and you 
can switch back and forth  
between the applications.   

7. Try away!!. 
 

TRAVERSE  

1. Go to http://demo.osas.com 
2. Click on  Back Office in the 
upper right corner  

3. Click on the link called Demo 
Site in the left navigation column.     

4. Click on the Connect button 
in the middle. This will take you 
to a Login Screen. 

5. On the Login Screen, please 
type demo as the User Name 

6. For password, use traverse 
 
Now you do whatever you want 
in any module and learn about 
Traverse!  
 
Try it!   It won’t bite you! 
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Information Management Solutions, 
Inc. 

P O Box 37008 
St. Louis, MO 63141-1508 

Phone: 314-432-0997 
Email: info@ims-stlouis.com 

Previous Newsletters can be found  
on our web site www.ims-
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Previous Newsletters can be found  
on our web site www.ims-stlouis.com   

Do you know that Traverse 
has been named by  

Microsoft as its  
Front Runner product?   

It means that it is  
unbeatable when it comes 

to Microsoft Office  
Integration. �
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